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Building from momentum in the second half of 2011, powerboat sales were up 11 percent year-over-year 

during the last month of 2012, adding another month to five straight of growth for powerboats greater than 

15 feet, according to the latest Bellwether Report from Info-Link Technologies. 

The bellwether report, based on new boat registrations among a geographically dispersed group of 

boating states, revealed all boat segments achieving at least minor growth for the month. 

Outboard and sport fishing markets grew by double digits during December for another month, though 

year-over-year growth slipped somewhat, mostly in-line with a consumer confidence drop surrounding the 

looming question of American austerity. The growth for the markets was still strong, however, climbing 15 

percent year over year for outboard boats and 22.5 percent for sport fishing boats. 

Sales data for all boating states across those two segments, which is available through September, 

shows the market trending at a similar path, but growth percentage has been down a few points. During 

September, outboard boat sales were up 11 percent and the sport fishing market was up just under 20 

percent. 

Three other boating markets – PWC, ski boat, and sterndrive – also had positive growth through the end 

of the fourth quarter. PWC and ski boat sales were up 7.5-8.0 percent year-over-year during the month of 

December, and the sterndrive segment was up 2 percent year-over-year after dropping 28 percent during 

the same period two years ago. 

Full graphs of the Info-Link Technologies Bellwether Report can be found here: Info-Link Technologies 

Bellwether Report. 
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